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Ban Is Imposed 



Orleans Parish Crimi- 
nail Court judges said to- 
day they will not accept 
any more bail bonds writ- 
ten for the Maryland Na- 
tional Insurance Com- i 
pany N w h i c h currently 
owes more than $700,000 
in forfeited bail bonds. : 

The judges, sitting en banc, ! 
ordered Edward A, Hagger- } 
ty, clerk of the Criminal Dis- 
trict Court, not to accept .the 
Maryland National Insurance 
Company or is agents as 
surety on any bond, > 

SIGNING THE order were 
Judges Bernard J. Bagert, 
Thomas M. Brahney Jr,, 
Frank J. Shea, Rudolph F, ; 
Becker Jr., Matthew S. Bran- 
iff, Israel M. Augustine and 
Alvin V. Oser. j 

Not present at the session 
were Judges Oliver R Schiil- : 
ingkamp, who is ill, Malcolm j 
V, O'Hara, who is out :of | 
town, and Edward A. Hag- 
gerty Jr,, who was on vaca- j 
tion. | 

The judges said they were j 
acting because Maryland Na- 1 
tional has only $70,000 on de- 
posit with the state of Louis- 
iana while owing more than 
$700,0EH). 

• 3 

THE $700,000 accumulated 
between 1966-69 when the Or- 
leans Parish district attor- 
ney's office failed to collect 
Maryland bail bonds that 
were forfeited. 

Disk At ty. Jim Garrison 
has since said he regards the 
failure to collect the forfeited 
hall bonds as the only serious 
error made by his office dur- 
ing his seven-year* administra- 
tion. 

The Criminal Court judges 
acted swiftly this morning to 
get their views on record 
prior to a session in federal 
district court where Maryland 
National has asked for a tern- 
p o r a r y restraining order 
against two Juvenile Court 
judges who said several days 
ago they would not accept any 
more bonds written by Mary- 
land agents. 

JUVENILE Court Judges 
James P. O'Connor and 
James C. Gulotta touched off 
the strong move against 
Maryland, Their action 
prompted the Criminal Court 
judges to hold the special ses- j 


siom 

In federal court, Judge Lans- I 
ing L, Mitchell dismissed as ' 
"premature” Maryland Na- 
tional's action to prevent the 
action of 0 3 Cojmor and Gul- 
lota. 

JUDGE MITCHELL noted 
be has received assurances 
from both juvenile codrt 
judges they have not yet 
turned down any Maryland 
National bail 'bonds and would 
not do so without a solvency 
healing to test whether the 
company would be able to pay 
if the bond were forfeited, 

Mitchell dismissed the case 
saying, may well he a 
tempest in a teapot created by 
the judges in making state- 
ments to the press,” 

Arguments presented by .at- 1 
torneys representing Maryland 
National and attorney Hairy 
Howard, representing til e 
judges, lasted about an hour. 

The move by Criminal 
Court judges could put them 
m conflict with the federal 
district court that, since June 
23, has enjoined the Orleans 
See BAIL— Page fi j 
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Parish district attorney from 
moving to collect any funds 
from Maryland or prevent 
Maryland from operating 
here. * 

The Criminal Court judges 
took their action under the 
"inherent powers” of their 
courts. 

UNDER THE inherent pow- 
ers doctrine, local courts 
have wide jurisdiction in de- 
termining what constitutes 
the public interest in matter 
of criminal justice. 

Judge Frank J, Shea, 
reached for comment on the 
action of the Criminal Court 
judges, said: 

"This has been brewing for 
quite some time. I had beep 
thinking of taking some ac- 
tion and, when we got to- 
gether, found each of us had 
been considering the same 
course of action,” . 

JUDGE SHEA said he didn't 
know if refusing to accept 
Maryland bonds would work 
a hardship on defendants. He 
noted Maryland agents con- 
trol most of the bail bonding 
business here. 

^However, the situation is 
such we felt tt incumbent on 
us to take a firm stand in 
fids matter,” said Judge 
Shea. “It simply isn't good 
business practice for a com- 
pany to be allowed to go $70CL 
000 in debt when they have 
on deposit only pQM." 


